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San Diego, California 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 1,239,522 (2002 American Community Survey)1; 1,223,400 (2000 
Census)2  

 Race/Ethnicity (2002 American Community Survey): 48.7% white; 7.7% 
black/African American; 0.3% American Indian/Alaska Native; 15.3% Asian; 0.2% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 0.2% some other race; 1.8% two or more 
races; 25.8% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)3 

 The city of San Diego is located in San Diego County. 
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Dick Murphy4  
 City Manager: P. Lamont Ewell5 
 City Council (Districts 1-8, respectively): Scott Peters, Michael Zucchet, Toni Atkins, 

Charles Lewis, Brian Maienschein, Donna Frye, Jim Madaffer, Ralph Inzunza6 
 San Diego Police Chief: William Lansdowne7 
 San Diego County Sheriff: William Kolender8 

 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)9 
The Southwest Border HIDTA California Partnership, known as California Border 
Alliance Group (CBAG), was designated in 1990 as one of the five partnerships of 
the Southwest Border HIDTA. The geographic area of responsibility of CBAG is San 
Diego and Imperial Counties. 

 Landlord Training Program10 
The Landlord Training Program was designed to promote positive and responsible 
partnerships between landlords, tenants, and the San Diego Police. These partnerships 
are vital to effectively preventing drug dealing and other illegal activities at rental 
properties located within San Diego neighborhoods. 

 Clean Syringe Exchange Pilot Program11 
The City of San Diego developed a one-year Clean Syringe Exchange Pilot Program 
with a drug abuse treatment referral component in response to a public health crisis 
relating to the rapid spread of Hepatitis C and HIV through the shared use of needles 
and syringes. 
 

Federal Funding 
 Drug Free Communities Support Program grantees in San Diego:12 
• FY 2003: 

 $99,999 to The Balboa Park Collaborative 
• FY 2002: 

 $100,000 to the North City Prevention Coalition 
• FY 2001: 
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 $100,000 to the SAY San Diego, Inc./Mid City for Youth Coalition 
• FY 2000: no grantees in San Diego 
• FY 1999: 

 $99,684 to the San Diego County Committee Against Substance Abuse 
 $100,000 to the San Diego County Prevention Coalition 

 Office of Weed and Seed13 
There are currently no Weed and Seed sites in San Diego.  

 FY 2003 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
Discretionary Funds awarded to San Diego:14 
• Center for Mental Health Services: $600,000 
• Center for Substance Abuse Prevention: $643,000 
• Center for Substance Abuse Treatment: $900,000 

 Office of Justice Program Drug Court Discretionary Grant: 
• FY 2003: no San Diego grantees15 
• FY 2002: no San Diego grantees16  

 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant: 
• FY 2003:17 

 $400,000 to the San Diego Office of the U.S. Attorney 
• FY 2002: no San Diego grantees18 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services  
grant amounts received in San Diego:19  
• Communities (discretionary): 0 awards  
• Counter-Terrorism (discretionary): 0 awards 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: 6 awards valued at $974,999 
 formula: 0 awards  

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: 12 awards valued at $6,290,216 
 formula: 3 awards valued at $2,263,579 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: 0 awards   
 formula: 0 awards  

• Victims: 
 discretionary: 1 award valued at $400,000 
 formula: 0 awards 

 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Drug Elimination Grant amount received 
in San Diego:20 
• $125,000 to the San Diego Housing Commission 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2003, there were 65 murders known to police in San Diego. This is an 
increase over the 47 murders known to police in 2002.21 
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Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, San Diego, 1999-2003 
Offense 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
Murder 57 54 51 47 65 
Rape 354 349 342 330 406 
Robbery 1,812 1,777 1,729 1,627 1,626 
Aggravated assault 5,187 4,980 5,284 5,189 5,269 
Burglary 6,568 6,717 7,219 7,639 8,076 
Larceny 26,117 23,015 25,050 24,577 25,739 
Vehicle theft 9,490 9,469 10,770 10,715 12,567 
Crime index total 49,585 46,361 50,445 50,124 53,748 
 

 Approximately 67% of San Diego adult male arrestees and 69% of adult female 
arrestees tested in 2003 were positive for drugs.22 

 
Percentage of Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Diego, 2003 
 Male Female 
Cocaine 10.3% 15.2% 
Marijuana 41.0 29.1 
Methamphetamine 36.2 47.1 
Heroin 5.1 8.7 
Any drug 66.8 69.1 
Multiple drugs 23.9 24.3 
 

 Additional San Diego arrestee data for 2003 indicate that 51.5% of adult male 
arrestees reported using marijuana within the past year. Among the male arrestees 
reporting past year marijuana use, the average number of days the substance was used 
in the past month was 9.1 days.23 

 
Adult Male Arrestee Past Drug Use, San Diego, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 5.7% 3.2% 38.3% 27.8% 3.9% 
Past 30 days 7.1% 4.2% 44.9% 31.1% 4.7% 
Past year 10.4% 8.4% 51.5% 36.8% 7.4% 
Avg. # of days used in month 4.5 2.6 9.1 8.6 5.5 
 

 Approximately 45% of the San Diego adult female arrestees reported using marijuana 
within the past year. These arrestees used the drug an average of 8 days within the 
past month.24 
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Adult Female Arrestee Past Drug Use, San Diego, 2003 
 
Use 

Crack 
Cocaine 

Powder 
Cocaine 

Mari-
juana 

 
Meth. 

 
Heroin 

Past 7 days 12.2% 3.1% 32.7% 35.5% 6.4% 
Past 30 days 13.5% 4.4% 38.0% 38.2% 6.8% 
Past year 18.5% 10.1% 45.3% 44.4% 8.1% 
Avg. # of days used in month 8.4 3.9 8.0 9.3 10.5 
 

 The number of San Diego County felony drug arrests decreased from 9,355 in 2000 
to 9,205 in 2002.25 

 
Felony and Misdemeanor Drug Arrests, San Diego County, 2000-2002 
Type of Drug Arrest 2000 2001 2002 
Felony  9,355 9,093 9,205 
   Narcotics 2,791 2,632 2,740 
   Marijuana 915 880 848 
   Dangerous drugs 5,562 5,449 5,527 
   Other drug 87 132 90 
Misdemeanor 13,523 12,630 13,101 
   Marijuana 4,835 4,765 4,856 
   Other drug 8,688 7,865 8,245 
   Glue sniffing 5 11 8 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
Crack use is prevalent in the inner cities of San Diego County and East San Diego.26 
In 2003, a gram of crack cocaine cost $40-$80 with purity levels ranging from 68% to 
71%. Powder cocaine ranged from 54% to 90% pure.27  

 Heroin 
Heroin is considered a moderate, but increasing drug threat to San Diego.28 Black tar 
heroin continues to be the prevalent form of heroin used in San Diego County. In 
2003, an ounce of black tar could be purchased in San Diego for $600-$1,200 with 
purity levels ranging from 14% to 70%. A gram of black tar heroin cost $60 in 
2003.29  

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is the most available drug in San Diego. Most marijuana available in San 
Diego is produced in Mexico, although some is also locally grown.30 In 2002, baggies 
of marijuana (containing up to a gram) could be purchased in San Diego for $5, while 
1-3 grams could be purchased for $10. Ounce prices ranged from $60 to $100. While 
a pound of Mexican marijuana cost $300-$500, a pound of sinsemilla cost $3,000-
$5,000.31

 Methamphetamine 
Law enforcement report the availability of both rock and powder forms of 
methamphetamine in areas previously dominated by crack.32 In 2003, 
methamphetamine sold for $6,000-$10,000/pound while the ice/glass form of the 
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drug sold for $9,000-$11,000/pound. Purity at the gram and ounce levels ranged from 
10% to 90%.33

 Club Drugs 
Club drug such as MDMA, GHB, Rohypnol, and ketamine are a moderate but 
increasing threat to the San Diego area. Club drug use among young adults and teens 
is also increasing.34 MDMA is popular among San Diego youth and continues to be 
the number one drug trend. GHB is often used by youth because it is inexpensive and 
doesn’t produce a hangover. A water bottle capful of GHB sells for $5-$10. PCP use 
is widespread among black teenagers in San Diego.35

 
Juveniles  

 A 2003 survey of San Diego high school students indicated that 42.5% had tried 
marijuana at least once in their lifetimes. This is up from 41.8% in 2001, but down 
from 43.1% in 1999, 49.6% in 1997, and 44.7% in 1995.36 

 
Percent of High School Students Using Drugs, San Diego, 1995-2003 
 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 
Lifetime marijuana 44.7% 49.6% 43.1% 41.8% 42.5% 
Current marijuana 26.5 26.4 22.2 22.5 22.4 
Lifetime cocaine 9.8 9.9 8.4 8.8 7.7 
Current cocaine 4.4 4.0 3.2 3.8 3.0 
Lifetime inhalant 17.3 14.3 11.7 11.3 12.8 
Current inhalant n/a n/a 4.1 3.3 3.7 
Lifetime heroin n/a n/a 2.6 2.9 2.7 
Lifetime methamphet. n/a n/a 9.2 8.4 7.6 
Lifetime MDMA n/a n/a n/a n/a 9.0 
Lifetime illegal steroid 3.3 3.7 3.4 5.2 4.4 
 

 According to preliminary data, 53.8% of juvenile male detainees and 38.5% of 
juvenile female detainees in San Diego tested positive for drugs in 2002.37 

 
Percentage of Juvenile Detainees Testing Positive for Drugs, San Diego, 2002 
Drug Type Male Female 
Marijuana 50.0% 30.8% 
Cocaine 2.5 2.6 
Opiates 0.0 0.0 
Methamphetamine 9.2 10.3 
Any drug 53.8 38.5 
 
Enforcement 

 Medicinal Marijuana/Cannabis Task Force38 
The City of San Diego created a Medicinal Marijuana/Cannabis Task Force to advise 
the City Council on the most efficient way to regulate the use of medicinal marijuana 
in accordance with Proposition 215. 
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 As of October 2002, there were 2,913 full-time law enforcement employees in San 
Diego (2,123 officers and 790 civilians).39 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Mexican drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) are the primary suppliers and 
distributors of cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, and marijuana.40 

 San Diego functions as a transportation hub for Mexican methamphetamine.41 
 The CBAG area of responsibility has five of the busiest land Ports of Entry, 

international airports and seaports, urban, rural and designated wilderness areas, 
oceans, mountains and deserts.42 

 From 2001 to 2002, the amount of cocaine seized at the San Diego and Imperial 
County borders decreased 22%. During 2002, 2,875 kilograms of cocaine were seized 
at the two county borders.43 

 
Drugs Seized at San Diego/Imperial County Borders (in Kilograms), 1997-2002 
Drug 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Cocaine 2,159 1,969 3,666 4,348 3,709 2,875 
Heroin 60 82 100 62 207 50 
Marijuana 126,794 172,436 180,239 217,658 209,675 119,173 
Meth. 298 312 577 482 630 458 
 

 Thirty-six of 123 drug trafficking organizations and supporting gangs (29%) 
identified in the Fiscal Year 2001 Threat Assessment were disrupted or dismantled 
from 10 to 100 percent by CBAG initiatives, task forces, and member agencies.44 

 Southeast Asian methamphetamine tablets (Ya Ba) have been seized in cities 
throughout California, most notably San Diego and San Francisco.45 

 In October 2001, DEA agents raided and seized a major MDMA laboratory in 
Escondida, a city in north San Diego County, the first such lab seized in the United 
States. The highly sophisticated laboratory was capable of producing 1.5 million 
ecstasy tablets a month, with a street value of $20 each.46 

 
Courts 

 During FY 2001, 42.2% of federally sentenced offenders in Southern California had 
committed a drug offense, 76.8% of which involved marijuana.47 

 
Federally Sentenced Drug Offenders, by Drug Type, Southern California, FY 2001 
Drug Type Number Percent 
Marijuana 1,350 76.8% 
Powder cocaine 183 10.4 
Methamphetamine 165 9.4 
Heroin 38 2.2 
Other drug 17 1.0 
Crack cocaine 5 0.3 
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 Drug Courts48 
As of November 2003, there were 3 drug courts in San Diego that had been operating 
for more than 2 years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or being 
planned in San Diego at that time. 

 
 
Treatment 

 Approximately 19% of San Diego adult male arrestees interviewed during 2003 
reported that they have received outpatient treatment at some point in their lives.49 

 
Adult Arrestee Drug/Alcohol Treatment Status, San Diego, 2003 
Type of Treatment Male Female 
Outpatient   
   Ever 18.5% 23.4% 
   Past year 4.3 6.7 
Inpatient/residential   
   Ever 29.5 28.8 
   Past year 7.6 5.4 
 
 

 There were 7,027 methamphetamine admissions to county-funded treatment 
programs in San Diego County during 2002.50 

 
Admissions to County-Funded Treatment Programs, San Diego County, 1997-2002 
Year Methamph. Marijuana Heroin Cocaine 
1997 3,887 822 1,338 1,266 
1998 4,418 1,561 1,323 1,198 
1999 4,251 2,119 1,362 1,356 
2000 4,507 2,447 1,452 1,300 
2001 5,725 3,143 1,493 1,469 
2002 7,027 3,547 1,636 1,426 
 
 
Consequences of Use 

 Through May 31, 2003, there were 11,787 adult/adolescent and pediatric AIDS cases 
reported in San Diego County. Injection drug use accounted for 9% of the 
adult/adolescent cases. The dual risk category of men having sex with men and 
injection drug use accounted for another 9% of cases.51 

 During 2002, there were 6,597 drug-related emergency department (ED) episodes in 
San Diego. Cocaine was mentioned 807 times in the ED episodes.52 
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Number of ED Drug Mentions, Selected Drugs, San Diego, 1998-2002 
Drug Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 1,878 1,801 1,622 1,660 1,704 
Cocaine 971 1,063 1,002 812 807 
Heroin 984 1,063 1,031 733 708 
Marijuana 1,128 923 955 1,107 1,174 
Amphetamines 753 916 894 942 1,143 
Methamphetamine 721 584 747 673 598 
MDMA (Ecstasy) 14 25 47 52 30 
Ketamine 4 13 12 10 20 
LSD 65 65 48 22 8 
PCP 52 37 36 38 53 
Miscell. hallucinogens 34 22 27 10 24 
Rohypnol 8 5 8 5 5 
GHB 34 77 65 57 56 
Inhalants 14 12 6 3 4 
Combinations NTA*  7 13 7 9 3 
Total ED drug episodes 6,977 7,033 7,093 6,962 6,597 
Total ED drug mentions 12,180 12,038 11,636 11,779 11,195 
*NTA= Not tabulated above 
 

 During 2002, there were 376 drug-related deaths reported to the Drug Abuse Warning 
Network (DAWN) by Medical Examiners (ME) in San Diego.53 

 
Number of Drug Deaths and Drug Mentions, San Diego, 1998-2002 
Drug Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 
Alcohol-in-combination 103 118 119 100 104 
Cocaine 83 74 84 40 36 
Heroin/morphine 165 142 145 111 102 
Marijuana -- 1 -- 5 1 
Amphetamines 66 73 74 84 50 
Methamphetamine 84 88 112 94 81 
Club drugs 2 5 3 9 6 
Hallucinogens 1 1 -- -- 2 
Inhalants -- -- -- 2 1 
Narcotic analgesics 145 137 179 164 123 
Other analgesics 19 25 22 26 37 
Benzodiazepines 46 59 58 81 94 
Antidepressants 70 109 67 98 119 
All other substances 82 110 124 91 183 
Total drug deaths 336 356 360 312 376 
Total drug mentions 866 942 987 905 939 
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 

http://www.ncjrs.org/
http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
mailto:ondcp@ncjrs.org
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